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of drugs, cash, and jewelry following the cooperation of law enforcement in Canada, the 
United States, Mexico, and Italy. This 2-year investigation dismantled what at the time 
was an enormous drug smuggling and money laundering operation. A third transnational 
crime example occurred in 1994, when almost a ton of uranium en route to Saddam 
Hussein was intercepted by authorities working around the globe. Another case of transna-
tional organized crime was uncovered when U.S. and Canadian law enforcement revealed 
an alien smuggling ring that had transported more than 3,600 illegal Chinese migrants 
into the northern United States during 1997 and 1998. At the time, it was considered one 
of the largest human smuggling efforts in the northern United States. And finally, in the 
late 1990s, authorities halted a transnational organized crime ring out of Florida that had 
been smuggling stolen motor vehicles with counterfeited vehicle identification numbers 
to South America. Transnational crimes result in tremendous losses annually. The current 
estimated cost of transnational crimes, according to Yury Fedotov, executive director of 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, is $870 billion.32 This estimate, however, 
does not account for the emotional, physical, and psychological damage resulting from 
these crimes.

As noted by the quotation at the opening of the chapter, transnational crime is a criti-
cally important issue. This means that greater work is needed to better understand, identify, 
and respond to transnational crimes—organized or not. It is imperative that research pro-
grams offering information for the development of policies and programs to assess transna-
tional threats improve threat assessments and stop these crimes.33 Given the importance and 
prominence of transnational crimes, it is plausible that attention to this matter will increase 
over time.

FORENSIC SCIENCE
Forensic science (as used in the criminal justice system) is the use of science to solve 

crimes. In the field of criminal justice, forensic science is used to gather information using 
knowledge in several fields, such as geology, entomology, arson, firearms, explosives, audio 
and video investigations, and medical analyses, to understand criminal incidents. Interest 
in forensic science in criminal justice, largely due to the widespread media portrayal, has 
been robust in recent years. This attention has led to the mistaken belief that forensic sci-
ence in the arena of criminal justice is new. In contrast, the use of forensic science in crimi-
nal justice has a long history. While there is no agreed-on first time that forensic science 
was used in criminal justice, one possibility stems from the assassination of Julius Caesar 
in 44 CE. Caesar was the dictator of the Roman Republic before he was stabbed to death by 
a group of Roman senators. Dubbed the Liberators, the group of murderous senators feared 

Transnationally trafficked elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns. Elephants and rhinos are killed for these products. This text has focused 

on crimes against humans. As these photos illustrate, crime victims also include animals. If you were the judge overseeing the trial of 

the offenders who mutilated and killed these animals, what sentence would you give? Why?
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